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suckles her child and at times the suckled child herself. In this
sexual experience she was able to transform the hate of her mother
into love, for she was given the mother's breast; at the same time,
she could be the active, suckling mother and thereby transform the
aggression against her mother into activity.

In these two briefly sketched cases histories5 of female homo-
sexuality, we observe that the instinct aberration was caused not by
biologic predisposition, but by childhood events. In view of the
deep intimacy of the mother-child relationship, we should not be
surprised to find that longing for the mother, strengthened by a
sense of guilt, can dominate a woman's affective life and exert an
influence on her sexual desires. In the first of our two cases, the
yearning for the mother was associated with a desire for death. The
transformation of this wish into sexual gratification proved our
patient's salvation, a life-affirming protection against destruction.

We selected these two cases from among a large number of others.
Going over the recorded experiences of specialists in the sexual field,
we are struck by their strong tendency to explain inversion by purely
biologic causes and to neglect deeper psychologic motives. More
particularly, the motive constituted by the mother tie is seemingly
overlooked by the majority of writers. For instance, one of the women
whom Havelock Ellis mentions in his material, reported that she
had her first erotic experience, at the age of sixteen, with a woman:

I felt like an orphan child who had suddenly acquired a mother, and through
her I began to feel less antagonistic to grown people and to feel the first respect
I had ever felt for what they said. . . . My love for her was perfectly pure, and I
thought of her as simply maternal. She never roused the least feeling in me that
I can think of as sexual. I liked her to touch me and she sometimes held me in
her arms or let me sit on her lap. At bedtime she used to come and say good night
and kiss me upon the mouth.6

Elsewhere this girl declared that she felt her first sexual sensations
at the same age (16), in connection with her teacher. From her whole
biography it is clear that she tried to eliminate the sexual ingredients
from her erotic relations to women as long as she could, yet later she
became overtly homosexual.

Another of Havelock Ellis' informants was stimulated to her first
love feelings by a teacher:

The teacher's face seemed very beautiful, but sad, and she thought about her
continually, though not coming in personal contact with her.

This girl's love was chiefly directed to women older than herself, and

5 Gf. DEUTSCH, H.: On female homosexuality. Psychoanalyt. Quart.3 vol. i, 1932.
G ELLIS, H.: Op. cit, vol. i, pt. 4, p. 238.